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Units: 
Q1: Narratives: Literature is a reflection of the human 
experience.  

Q2: Research and Formatting: The structure and presentation 
of information affects the viewer’s understanding.  

Overarching: Podcasts: Scientific and technical innovations 
have created new structures of communication to meet 

          Grading: 
Percentages  Total Class Work 
100-90 = A  25% Interactive Notebook 
89-80 = B  20% Writing Tasks 
79-70 = C  20% Speaking and Listening 
69-60 = D  10% Personal Project 
59-0 = F  10% Assessments 
   10% Time in Text 
     5% Semester Final 
    

Class Work Specifics: 
Interactive Notebook 
Students will be required to bring interactive notebook 
and writing utensils to every class period. This notebook 
will contain a majority of the course work, so the 
percentage of completion is significant to SM1 grade.  

Time in Text 
Twice a week, we will have 15 minutes for individual, 
silent reading time. Students will need to be prepared by 
bringing reading materials to every class. The reading 
material may be on an electronic device, but it may not 
be something from social media (Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram, etc.). Students will keep a reading log during 
time in text and turn it in at the end of every month for 
participation points. 

Time in Text Extra Credit Opportunity 

When a student finishes a book they’ve been reading for 
time in text, the student may turn in an essay with their 
reading log for extra credit. The essay must cover the 
following content in 2-3 pages: Why the student chose 
to read the book, a brief summary of the book’s plot, a 
reflection over the reading process, and whether the 

Attendance Policy: 
Students must be present and active in class in order to do 
well on writing tasks and assessments. If a student misses 
class without the absence being excused with the attendance 
office, families may be contacted to ensure that the student 
is accounted for.  

If a student misses class, that student is responsible for 
missed work and turning in assignments within two days. 
Deadlines will not be extended for unexcused absences. If a 
student misses an assessment, they will need to schedule a 
time with the instructor to make up the assessment within 
two days, or else the student will receive zero credit for the 
assessment. 

Every student is encouraged to contact me regarding 
absences, make-up work, and other issues at 
tbayens@greeleyschools.org. 

Please see the student handbook for policies regarding 
excusing absences, dress code, restorative justice, etc. 

Electronics: 
Cell Phones 
Students will sometimes find their cell phones useful in 
class for looking up terms, spell checking, and research. 
These uses are appropriate for a language arts class. 
However, students need to be present and actively 
engaged in class activities. If a cell phone is being used 
inappropriately (for entertainment, texting, social media, 
etc.), there will be repercussions: 

1st time: student is instructed to put device out of sight 
2nd time without incident: student gives device to 
instructor for safe keeping until end of class 
2nd time with argument/refusal: student’s device is sent 
to office until end of day 

Headphones/Music 
Students may listen to music with personal headphones 
only during individual work time and only at a volume 
that does not disturb others. 
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Code of Conduct: 
All humans in room 507 are to treat all other 
humans with respect and dignity.  
Our working agreements are as follows: 
1) Take responsibility for your words and actions 
2) No comments that lead to blame or degradation 
3) Respectfully listen to one another 
4) Be present and active in classroom activities 
5) Speak from your own story 
6) Respect the space by keeping a workable noise 

level and cleaning up work areas 
7) Come to class on time and with necessary 

classwork materials 

If issues pertaining to the code of conduct persist, 
contact will be made with the counselors, Mr. 
Holmes, and student families.

Ethical Guidelines: 
Plagiarism is the practice of taking someone else’s 
work or ideas and passing them off as one’s own. 

Under no circumstances is it acceptable to plagiarize 
someone’s work. There are proper ways of citation, 
which we will cover in class. If any student ever 
plagiarizes part of an assignment, they will receive a 
zero for the grade, and parents/guardians will be 
alerted of the infraction. 

Examples of plagiarism include: copying something 
from the internet/publication, rephrasing ideas found 
on the internet/publication, and including a quote 
from an author without mention of the author’s name 
or source. 

Personal Project:  
The personal project (PP) provides an excellent opportunity for students to produce a truly personal and often 
creative product/outcome and to demonstrate a consolidation of their learning. The project offers many 
opportunities for differentiation of learning and expression according to students’ individual needs. The personal 
nature of the project is important; the project should revolve around a challenge that motivates and interests the 
individual student. 
·         Students will select and design a project with the assistance of their classroom teachers, a teacher 
supervisor, and other support individuals. 
·         The project culminates in a science fair style presentation open to students and family of Greeley West, as 
well as the community at large. 
·         Portions of the project will be completed in class; however, a significant portion will need to be completed 
outside of school.  
Throughout the process students will keep a process journal to record the progress of the project and to help 
write the project essay.  All students in this course must complete the personal project as its components will 
be completed as part of the course curriculum.   

9th Grade Tasks 
·         Attend 10th grade Presentations on December 7th 
·         Topic Selection document 
·         Topic and Goal Meeting with Supervising Teacher (during homeroom) 
·         Progress Check with Supervising Teacher 
·         Summer Action Plan 
·         Bulbapp.com digital portfolio 

I have inspected this document and agree to the terms of this course. 

____________________________________________________


